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Bath Rugby Foundation wins Department
for Education (DfE) ‘Character Award’ for
‘Stickability’ programme
Bath Rugby Foundation is delighted to have been selected
as a South West regional Award winner, securing £15,000 for
their work in character education.
The DfE received a high volume of quality applications demonstrating how schools and organisations
across the country are working to prepare young people for life in modern Britain. The Foundation was
praised by the DfE judging panel for developing the character traits, attributes and behaviours that underpin
success in school and work.
The Stickability programme is supported financially by Trowbridge-based education supplies business
The Consortium, who also provide their staff as volunteers to support the delivery of the programme in
schools. The Consortium are part of Connect Group PLC, whose Head Office is based at Kembrey Park,
Swindon.
‘Stickability’ is delivered free of charge in primary schools across the Bath & North East Somerset and
Wiltshire areas, to pupils aged 7-11. Oliver Tompkins Primary and Even Primary School in Swindon have also
benefitted from the scheme.
The programme incorporates six weekly two-hour sessions for classes, and combines classroom-based
literacy sessions with outdoor multi-skills activities to support physical development. Throughout each
session, five key character attributes are developed by using a unique sticker system and specific positive
praise. The praise focusses on the process the child uses rather than the outcome, with the aim of helping
each child to develop a ‘Growth Mindset’.
Stickability is aimed at children and young people who are among the most vulnerable; they may be
socially isolated or living in an area of deprivation; have a physical or learning disability, be long-term
unemployed or at risk of social or school exclusion. All of the young people the Foundation work with are
encouraged to respond positively to whatever challenges they may be facing, and we seek to give them to
tools to overcome their future challenges too.
The awards are designed to highlight the most effective ways of ensuring pupils leave school ready for life
in modern Britain. Bath Rugby Foundation Education Manager Vicky Heslop and Joanne Kent, a volunteer
from The Consortium will attend the awards ceremony in London on 16 March, where Secretary of State
for Education Nicky Morgan will present the award.
The full Department of Education announcement can be read here: www.gov.uk/government/news/
winners-of-the-character-awards-announced
- Ends About Connect Group PLC:
Connect Group PLC is a leading specialist distributor operating in large and diverse markets. The Group has four separate divisions,
connecting suppliers to customers in an efficient, knowledgeable and service oriented way:

Connect News & Media – encompassing: Smiths News, the UK’s largest news wholesaling business with an approximate 55%
market share, distributing newspapers and magazines on behalf of all the major national publishers as well as a large number of
regional publishers. Smiths News serves approximately 30,000 customers across England and Wales, supplying large general
retailers as well as smaller independent newsagents; and Dawson Media Direct, an international media direct business supplying
newspapers, magazines and inflight entertainment technology and content to over 80 airlines in 50 Countries.
Connect Books – combining a number of recognised brands in print and digital bookselling, including Bertrams, Dawson Books
and Wordery. A leading distributor of physical and digital books, the division serves over 8,200 customers in approximately 100
countries, with over 200,000 in stock titles and access to over a further 7 million consumer and 20 million academic titles.
Connect Education & Care - a leading independent supplier of consumables through The Consortium and West Mercia Supplies
with an approximate 5% market share. The division serves over 30,000 customers with an extensive range of over 40,000 products
across a branded, own brand and value range, including stationery, arts and craft and cleaning.
Connect Parcel Freight - led by Tuffnells Parcels Express – one of the UK’s leading business to business distribution specialists.
With over 100 years’ experience, Tuffnells’ national network is trusted by over 4,000 customers, with over 700 vehicles operating
from 34 depots. A reliable road based service into Europe and Air Express service to the rest of the world complements the range
of domestic delivery services.
For more information, visit: www.connectgroupplc.com
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